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Across Campus
Keynote speakers 
announced for MLK Week
Two national personalities will highlight 
Grand Valley’s commemoration of Dr. Martin 
Luther Week with keynote presentations in 
January.
Kevin Powell, author, humanitarian and 
president of BK Nation; and Kimberlé Crenshaw, 
professor 
of law at 
UCLA and 
Columbia and 
civil rights 
expert, will 
visit campus 
January 
16 and 18, 
respectively.
Powell 
will give an 
address in the Fieldhouse at 1:30 p.m., following 
a silent march on the Allendale Campus. His 
organization, BK Nation (Building Knowledge), 
centered on grassroots 
activism, pop culture, 
technology, and 
social media to 
spark projects and 
campaigns. He has 
written 12 books, 
the most recent is 
The Education of 
Kevin Powell: A Boy’s 
Journey into Manhood.
Crenshaw is known 
for coining two terms 
— critical race theory 
and intersectionality 
— that have proved 
foundational in many areas of study. She is a 
leading voice in calling for a gender-inclusive 
approach to racial justice interventions, having 
spearheaded the Why We Can’t Wait Campaign 
and co-authored Black Girls Matter: Pushed Out, 
Overpoliced and Underprotected, and Say Her 
Name: Resisting Police Brutality Against Black 
Women.
Her presentation will be at 4:30 p.m. in the 
Kirkhof Center, it will be simulcast to the DeVos 
Center, Loosemore Auditorium.
With the theme, “Engaging and Empowering 
Community,” the campus’ 2017 commemoration 
of King’s life and legacy will be the fifth year 
classes have been canceled on the King holiday, 
allowing for more students, faculty and staff 
members to participate in events.
Visit www.gvsu.edu/mlk for details on the 
rest of the week’s events.
Campus health, wellness 
initiative wins excellence 
award
An initiative at Grand Valley that encourages 
a more physically active campus community 
was recently honored for its successes at the 
Midwest American College of Sports Medicine 
annual meeting November 4-5.
University breaks ground on health campus expansion
The new building to expand Grand Valley’s 
health campus in Grand Rapids was named 
for area business leader Raleigh J. Finkelstein 
during a groundbreaking ceremony on 
November 22.
With more than 300 people in attendance, 
officials from Grand Valley and the city of 
Grand Rapids broke ground for Raleigh J. 
Finkelstein Hall, at the corner of Lafayette and 
Hastings streets. The five-story, 84,000-square-
foot building will include four classrooms, 15 
teaching laboratories, a computer lab and 90 
faculty and staff offices and parking spaces. It 
will also include student study spaces, student 
organization space and work/break rooms. 
Finkelstein, the first and lead donor for the 
building, said he is excited about what this 
means for the future of Grand Rapids and the 
region where he grew up. 
“We have the finest health care here, 
not necessarily the biggest, but definitely 
the finest,” 
Finkelstein 
said. “Grand 
Valley plays an 
important part in 
that quality, and 
we need more 
talented Grand 
Valley graduates 
caring for our 
families.”
Born and 
raised on Grand 
Rapids’ east 
side, Finkelstein’s 
financial and 
business acumen 
helped him grow 
MC Sporting 
Goods into the 
largest retail 
operation of 
its kind in the 
Midwest before selling the retail chain.
During the groundbreaking ceremony, 
President Thomas J. Haas gave welcoming 
remarks and spoke of the imperative for Grand 
Valley to expand its health campus. “As the 
leading provider of health care professionals 
in West Michigan, we need additional and 
Kevin Powell
Kimberlé Crenshaw
Photo by Bernadine Carey-Tucker
Raleigh J. Finkelstein gives remarks at the groundbreaking ceremony November 22 for the 
health campus expansion. Grand Rapids city commissioners Ruth Kelly and Joe Jones are 
seated next to President Thomas J. Haas.
continues on page 2
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Grand Valley’s Service Award and Holiday 
Gathering is set for Thursday, December 1.
The event will run from 3-5 p.m. in the Kirkhof 
Center, Grand River Room, with the awards 
ceremony beginning at 3:30 p.m. Most campus 
offices may close at 3 p.m.
45-year award recipient:
Vonnie Herrera, Seidman College of Business 
Dean’s Office
40-year award recipients:
Sherry Bouwman, University Communications
John Hodge, Management
Doug Kindschi, Mathematics
Chris Scott, Financial Aid
35-year award recipients:
Sue Lindrup, Human Resources
Patricia Matthews, Biology
David Rathbun, School of Communications
30-year award recipients:
Mary Albrecht, Provost Office
Tom Beukema, Information Technology
Todd Carlson, Chemistry
Cynthia Coviak, Kirkhof College of Nursing
Mick Doxey, Division of Legal, Compliance 
  and Risk Management
Michelle Duram, History
Kristi Fosdick, Music and Dance
James Goode, History
Paul Johnson, Engineering
Carol Koroleski, Facilities Services
Linda Noel, Physics
25-year award recipients:
Theresa Bacon-Baguley, College of Health 
  Professions Dean’s Office
Deborah Barko, School of Communications
Lawrence Beery, School of Communications
Suzanne Crampton, Management
Marinus DeBruine, School of Accounting
Kathy Goralski, School of Accounting
Kathy Gulembo, Provost Office
David Ihrman, English
Caryn King, College of Education  
  Dean’s Office
Paul Leidig, School of Computing and 
  Information Systems
David Lintjer, Facilities Services
Service Award Recipients
The Exercise is Medicine 
on Campus initiative was 
awarded first place among 
seven Midwestern universities 
that submitted their Exercise 
is Medicine programs to the 
ACSM’s Active U competition.
The competition celebrates 
creative and sustainable 
collegiate programs that utilize 
the Exercise is Medicine on 
Campus principle of making 
physical activity an integral part 
of personal health care.
“The Active U committee was 
impressed by the magnitude 
of strong programming offered 
year round to get Lakers 
moving,” said Amy Gyorkos, 
assistant professor of movement 
science and EIM-OC chair. 
“Physical movement, which 
takes on many forms, is vital to 
improving physical and mental 
well-being, while also improving 
energy, cognition and sleep. All 
Lakers would benefit from a 
daily dose of this medicine.”
The Exercise is Medicine on 
Campus initiative at Grand Valley began in October when the campus 
community was invited to join President Thomas J. Haas, Louie the Laker 
and the Laker Marching Band for a two-mile walk around the Allendale 
Campus.
During a presentation in early November, Barry Franklin, director of 
preventative cardiology and cardiac rehabilitation at William Beaumont 
Hospital, visited campus to connect the importance of physical activity to 
compressing morbidity and lowering mortality rates. He also emphasized 
the positives of building a supportive culture of health and wellness at 
Grand Valley.
Gyorkos said that both President Haas’ involvement and Franklin’s 
presentation won many votes among the Active U committee.
For more information about EIM-OC, visit www.gvsu.edu/eim.
Organization hosts  
fifth mentoring reception
The Women’s Commission held its fifth annual Fall Mentoring Reception 
November 16 at the DeVos Center.
Four panelists shared stories of their career paths and work-life balance.
Panelists were Keri Becker, athletic director, Dianne Green-Smith, 
associate professor and director of the School of Social Work, Kelley 
Monterusso, director of communications and external relations for KCON, 
and Ellen Schendel, associate dean for Brooks College of Interdisciplinary 
Studies.
The Women’s Commission is celebrating its 20th anniversary this year.
continues on page 3
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Pictured are, left, Katelyn Morris, 
president of the Exercise Science Student 
Organization, and Amy Gyorkos, EIM-
OC chair. The initiative received first 
place among universities that entered 
an American College of Sports Medicine 
competition about active campuses.
Photo by Dianne Carroll Burdick 
From left are Kelley Monterusso, Dianne Green-Smith, Keri Becker and Ellen 
Schendel at the Women’s Commission Fall Mentoring Reception.
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What’s Ahead
‘I am Grand Valley’ nomination  
deadline nears 
The deadline to nominate students for an “I am Grand Valley” leadership 
award is November 30. 
Students, faculty and staff members can nominate up to 10 students 
who display and employ strong leadership skills that affect the campus 
community. Nominations can be submitted online at www.gvsu.edu/iamgv.
Nominees will be recognized at the “I Am Grand Valley” Leadership 
Reception in January.
For more information, email iamgv@gvsu.edu or call x12345.
Holiday celebration to conclude  
Fall Arts Celebration
Considered to be the musical fixture of the holiday season by audiences 
around the world, George Frideric Handel’s “Messiah” is a time-honored 
classic that will conclude Fall Arts Celebration at Grand Valley.
“The qualities which have elevated ‘Messiah’ above those created by 
so many other composers are the richness and variety of the music, the 
insightful matching of word and sound and the consistently inspired 
evocations of such universal emotions as sorrow, serenity and joy,” said 
Danny Phipps, Music and Dance Department chair.
“Musical Tradition and Timeless Memories: Handel’s ‘Messiah’” will take 
place Monday, December 5, at 7:30 p.m. at Fountain Street Church,  
24 Fountain St. SE in Grand Rapids.
The Grand Valley Arts Chorale and the Symphony Orchestra will 
perform “Messiah” during the event.
First performed in 1742, ‘Messiah” quickly became a Yuletide event 
repeated in London and across the English-speaking world each year for 
more than 250 years.
The first part of “Messiah,” which is centered on the prophecy and the 
story of the birth of Christ, will be performed along with other holiday 
favorites for orchestra, vocal solo and choir.
“From the majestic tenor narrative, ‘Comfort ye,’ to the reverential, 
smoothly flowing melodic lines of the ‘Pifa,’ and ending with the brilliance 
of the ‘Hallelujah Chorus,’ we invite the community to immerse themselves 
in Handel’s timeless music,” said Phipps.
All Fall Arts Celebration events are open to the public with free 
admission. For more information, visit www.gvsu.edu/fallarts, or call 
x12185.
Service Award Recipients
Michael Lombardo, Biology
Teri Losey, Office of the President
Tom Mastenbrook, Facilities Services
Stephen Matchett, Chemistry
Jo Miller, English
Mark Moes, Philosophy
Deborah Morrow, University Libraries
Jeanne Moseler, Center for Scholarly and 
  Creative Excellence
Sean O’Neill, History
Paul Plotkowski, Padnos College of 
  Engineering and Computing  
  Dean’s Office
Barbara Plumb, Operations Pew Campus  
  and Regional Center
Diane Rayor, Classics
Thomas Robinson, Facilities Services
Diane Roper, Facilities Services
Steven Schlicker, Mathematics
Mark Slachter, Facilities Services
Jane Toot, Meijer Honors College
Kathleen VanderVeen, Office of Vice 
  President for Inclusion and Equity
Michelle VanNuil, Bookstore
Richard Weis, Art and Design
Cynthia Winowiecki, Conference Services 
  (retired)
Diane Wright, Modern Languages and 
  Literatures
20-year award recipients:
Danny Balfour, School of Public, Nonprofit, 
  and Health Administration
Chris Barbee, Alumni Relations
Sherry Barricklow, Academic Computing 
  Services
Elaine Benoit, Small Business  
  Development Center
Robert Berg, Facilities Services
Larry Burns, Psychology
Arthur Campbell, Music and Dance
Joseph Fisher, College of Education
James Flanders, Facilities Planning
Stephen Goldberg, School of Accounting
George Grant, College of Community and 
  Public Service Dean’s Office
Mary Green, Physical Therapy
Carol Griffin, Biology
Jerry Johnson, School of Social Work
Nancy Levenburg, Management
Karen Meyers, Regional Math and  
  Science Center
Shelly Micho, Regional Math and  
  Science Center
Sharon Mills, University Counseling Center 
  (retired)
James Moyer, Facilities Planning
Sherry Moyer, School of Public, Nonprofit, 
  and Health Administration
Patricia Nanzer, Johnson Center for 
  Philanthropy
Teresa Peterman, Computing and  
  Information Systems
David Reed, Information Technology
Darlene Roper, University Libraries
Tim Selgo, Athletics (retired)
Kip Smalligan, Procurement Services
Robert Smart, Center for Scholarly and 
  Creative Excellence
Mark Staves, Cell and Molecular Biology
Tammy Tobar, WGVU
Daniel Vaughn, Physical Therapy
Esther Visser, School of Social Work
continued from page 2
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enhanced 
laboratory, 
classroom and 
collaborative 
workspaces 
so that we 
can continue 
to attract 
highly talented 
students, faculty 
and caregivers to 
our region,” Haas 
said.
With more 
than 5,000 
students enrolled 
in health-related 
courses, the Cook-DeVos Center for Health 
Sciences, which opened in 2003 on Grand 
Rapids’ Medical Mile, has been over-capacity for 
the last four years. 
Provost Gayle R. Davis said the expansion 
will allow for additional programming and 
accommodate more students to meet the 
increasing demand for Grand Valley graduates 
in the university’s 19 health professions and 
nursing programs.
“We will be able to add new health 
sciences programs as they become needed 
by our regional and statewide health care 
providers,” said Davis. “Expanding our 
classroom and laboratory facilities will create 
more opportunities for students to attain the 
foundation they need prior to their clinical 
experiences.”
Nicole Schafer represented nursing 
and health professions students at the 
groundbreaking. As a physician assistant studies 
major, Schafer said she is excited about what 
the expansion means for students.
“This building will provide more lab space 
and resources to continue the rich learning 
environment that Grand Valley provides,” 
Schafer said.
The budget, $37.5 million for the building 
project and $9 million for the parking project, 
is being funded by donor support, university-
issued bonds and campus development funds. 
Fishbeck, Thompson, Carr and Huber is the 
project architect and Rockford Construction 
Company is the construction manager. 
Construction is expected to be completed in 
May 2018.
Leaders say expansion will create new programs, opportunities for students
Raleigh J. Finkelstein
continued from page 1
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Sketches
Christine Rener, vice provost for Instructional Development and 
Innovation, gave a presentation, “Leading from Where You are for 
Meaningful Change,” at the Professional and Organizational Development 
Network in Higher Education annual conference in Louisville, Kentucky.
Roger Ellis, professor of communications, received the “Standing 
Ovation Award” from the Michigan Educational Theatre Association 
at its annual Thespian Conference. The award is presented for long-
standing commitment to theater and to the Michigan Educational Theatre 
Association.
Azizur Molla, associate professor of public health, and Theresa 
Bacon-Baguley, professor of physician assistant studies, were co-authors 
of an article, “Perception of the Affordable Care Act: One Year after 
Implementation: An Interprofessional Community Based Study,” presented 
at the American Public Health Association meeting in Denver, Colorado.
Eric Ramsson, assistant professor of biomedical sciences, wrote 
an article, “A Pipette-based Calibration System for Fast-scan Cyclic 
Voltammetry with Fast Response Times,” published in Biotechniques, and 
gave a presentation, “Real-time Characterization of DMP 543-mediated 
Elevations in Acetylcholine Release in Porcine Retina,” at the Society for 
Neuroscience Annual Meeting.
Keith Watts, Modern Languages and 
  Literatures
Doug Wentworth, Auxiliary Services
Judy Whipps, Liberal Studies
Susan Wierzbicki, Center for Adult and 
  Continuing Studies
10-year award recipients:
Colleen Bailey, Housing and Residence Life
Feryal Alayont, Mathematics
Monica Allen, Management
Donovan Anderson, Modern Languages  
  and Literatures
Natalie Armstrong, Physics
Rebecca Bakale, Records and Registration
Michael Baxter, Biomedical Sciences
Anita Benes, Brooks College of 
  Interdisciplinary Studies
Amanda Brower, Housing and Residence Life
Luanne Brown, Payroll Office
Annamarie Campbell, Art and Design
David Centers, School of Accounting
Hsiao-ping Chen, Art and Design
Julie Couturier, Johnson Center for 
  Philanthropy
Norine Cunningham, Kirkhof College of 
  Nursing
Robert Deaner, Psychology
Judy DeBoer, Career Center
Pamela DeGlopper, Records and Registration
Danielle DeMuth, Women, Gender  
  and Sexuality Studies
Cherilyn Denomme, Center for Adult  
  and Continuing Studies
Andrea Dewicki, Accounting Office
Robert Downer, Statistics
Tim Eernisse, WGVU
Mihaela Friedlmeier, Psychology
Daniel Frobish, Statistics
Marcia Frobish, Mathematics
Noor Ghiasvand, Biology
Nykia Gaines, Student Academic  
  Success Center
Mark Gras, Facilities Services
Wei Gu, College of Education
Thomas Haas, Office of the President
Lisa Hickman, Sociology
Firas Hindeleh, Mathematics
Peggy Howard, School of Communications
Jeffrey Kozal, Biomedical Sciences
Danielle Leek, School of Communications
Gisella Licari, Modern Languages and 
  Literatures
Kathleen Loreth, Accounting Office
Charles Lowe, Writing
Gwyn Madden, Anthropology
Michelle McCloud, College of Liberal Arts  
  and Sciences Dean’s Office
Michael Messner, Student Academic  
  Success Center
Michelle Miller-Adams, Political Science
Erik Nordman, Biology
Christine O’Brien, Institutional Marketing
Tonya Parker, Movement Science
Danny Phipps, Music and Dance
Rachel Powers, Chemistry
Jeremy Pyne, Johnson Center for 
  Philanthropy
Jackie Rautio, Student Academic  
  Success Center
Michelle Rhodes, Financial Aid
Dawn Richiert, Biomedical Sciences
Tracie Samdal, Records and Registration
Brian Scull, Annis Water Resources Institute
Melissa Selby-Theut, University  
  Counseling Center
Michael Shoemaker, Physical Therapy
Claudia Smith-Kelly, Economics
Carrie Smucker, Kirkhof College of Nursing
Joshua Stickney, Biomedical Sciences
John Stipe, School of Communications
Wanxiao Sun, Geography and  
  Sustainable Planning
Robert Torres, Facilities Services
Pei-Lan Tsou, Cell and Molecular Biology
Glenn Valdez, Psychology
David VanDenBrink, Facilities Services
Jennifer Vanderpoel, Diagnostic and 
  Treatment Sciences
Nicholas Viau, Institutional Marketing
Bradley Wallace, Athletic and Recreation 
  Facilities Management
Janine Warfield, Athletics
Quincy Williams, School of Public, Nonprofit, 
  and Health Administration
Gang Xu, Geography and Sustainable 
  Planning
Richard Yidana, Sociology
Yi Zhao, Political Science
Donald Zinman, Political Science
Service Award Recipients
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